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Whyisthe projectimportantto Tripura?

Forland-Jocked Tripura, any connectiv-
ity projectis of great practical significance.
Tripura Chief Minister Dr. Manik Saha, who
participatedintheinaugural eventvirtually
from Agartala, said the project was crucial
forconnectivity in the NE region and would
make Tripura the gateway for tourism. “This
daywill godowningoldenlettersinthe hs-
tory of Indo-Bangla relationship. Tripura is
going to be the gateway for tourism and
transport between India and Bangladesh.
Due to the Agartala-Akhaura railway proj-
ect, the distance between Agartala and
Kolkata will be effectively reduced from
1600 knto 500 km." he said.

However, connectivity with Bangladesh
also holds emotional significance, Tripura
sharesan856-km intemational border with
Bangladesh, the second highestafter West
Bengal. The North Eastern state is sur-
rounded by the country on all three sides
except Assam on the fourth, During the
1971 Indo-Pakistan war and the creation of
Bangladesh, Tripura,astate whichthenhad
only 141akhpeople,sheltered searly 15Jakh
East Pakistani refugees. It ran atleast 8 ma-

I Tipura-Banladeshraiwayink, new opportunities and old connect

jor muktijoddha liberation warrior) train-
ingcamps, With the new connectivity proj-
ect, peaple on both sides can now hope for
closerand smoother ies.

Whatother trains run between India
andBangladesh?

Thelatest train service is part of an on-
goingeffortto boost connectivity between
India and Bangladesh over the past few
years, Three trains, the Bandhan Express,
the Maitree Express and the Mitali Express,
runbetween West Bengal and Bangladesh,

The Bandhan Express reboots an old rail
link between Kolkata and Khulna, the third-
Jangestcity of Bangladesh, Untilthe 1965 war
between India and Pakistan, this route was
served by the Barisal Express. The govern
mentsof PM Modiand Sheikh Hasinarestar-
ted theservicein 2017, The Bandhanuses the
Petapole-Benapolebordercrossing

The Maitree Express between Kolkata
and Dhaka Cantonment started in April
2008, The Mitali Express, announced by PM
Modi during his visit to Dhaka in March
2021,connects SiliguriinNorth Bengal with
the Bangladesh capital.
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‘Historic’: PM Modi, Bangladesh PM Sheikh
Hasina inaugurate cross-border rail link

In his inaugural speech, Modi said his government signed the Indo-Bangla land boundary agreement
that had been pending for decades and resolved the maritime boundary issue.
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® Israel-Hamas War News Live Updates:
Israeli airstrikes hit refugee camps in
(Gaza Strip: troops expected to enter
Gaza City within 48 hours
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Delhi News Live Updates: Air guality
still 'severe with AQI at 436; CM
Kejriwal to chair meating on increasing
pollution
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